4.2.8. Statistics

There has been limited progress on statistical infrastructure. The terms of employment in the statistical office (MONSTAT) improved, with an increase in salaries, but the overall resource situation and administrative capacity are still very weak. The problem is increasingly recognised by the authorities, although the appropriate measures have yet to be taken. MONSTAT continues to lack professional independence, and therefore does not comply with the first principle of the European Statistics Code of Practice.

MONSTAT has improved its communication with users by launching a user-friendly monthly bulletin.

Cooperation and coordination within the national statistical system have improved to some extent, as MONSTAT has signed a memorandum of understanding with the customs authorities. Cooperation with the Ministry of Agriculture has increased, with preparations being made for an agricultural census. Development of the statistical business register has advanced. It was used for production of business statistics.

As regards classifications, compliance with EU standards remains limited.

As regards sectoral statistics, some progress can be reported. In the case of demographic and social statistics, progress has been made with introduction of a continuous labour force survey which is published on a quarterly basis and uses the EU and International Labour Organisation harmonised methodology. As regards macro-economic statistics, revised GDP figures for 2000-2005 were published. On business statistics, the results of the first pilot survey on structural business statistics are being analysed. Data have not yet been disseminated. Energy statistics were published. Progress has also been made on external trade statistics, with data being transmitted to Eurostat, although the data need to be further revised.

Overall, little progress can be reported on production of statistics. The administrative capacity remains very weak and MONSTAT still lacks professional independence. Substantial efforts are needed in all areas in order to reach a level in line with EU standards.

